
 
 

PRESIDENTIAL YACHT SEQUOIA BOUND FOR BELFAST 

After Lengthy Court Battle, 94-Year-Old “Floating White House” Begins  
Stern-to-Bow Restoration 

Belfast, Maine (October 21, 2019) – The presidential yacht Sequoia, a treasured piece of American 
history that many call “the floating White House,” arrives in Belfast today for a stern-to-bow restoration. 
After a six-year legal battle—including a dark period when a family of raccoons occupied the stately 104-
foot yacht—the USS Sequoia will be fully restored. A National Historic Landmark constructed in 1925 of 
long-leaf yellow pine, mahogany and teak, the mighty ship will be faithfully restored to its previous 
glory.  

“Just over a week ago, we began carefully transporting Sequoia by barge from Cambridge, Maryland to 
Belfast, where a team of talented boatbuilders and craftsmen will restore it plank by plank,” said 
Michael Cantor, Managing Partner of Equator Capital Group, which owns the vessel. “In four years, and 
hopefully sooner, Sequoia will be seaworthy and ready for Americans to once again enjoy the former 
presidential yacht’s storied past.” 

The Sequoia served every US president from Herbert Hoover through Gerald Ford. President John 
Kennedy celebrated his 46th and final birthday aboard the Sequoia, accompanied by First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy, jubilant friends and two orchestras. President Roosevelt hosted the British Prime Minister on 
the Sequoia to discuss the Depression and ways to avoid war with Hitler’s Germany. A melancholy 
President Nixon played “God Bless America” on the Sequoia’s piano after deciding to resign over 
Watergate. And, while aboard Sequoia, President Lyndon Johnson pressured members of Congress to 
pass landmark civil rights legislation and plotted his next moves in Vietnam.   
 
Sequoia is arguably the most important piece of presidential American history in private hands. Sadly, 
for the past four years, she was trapped in legal limbo at a small boatyard in Deltaville, Virginia. After 
purchasing the yacht from the former owner during late 2016, in March, Equator Capital won a 
$700,000 settlement against the Virginia boatyard and Sequoia was freed.  
 
In September, Sequoia was barged from Virginia to Cambridge, Maryland—a return visit. In October 
1935, President Roosevelt had sailed Sequoia into Cambridge to dedicate the Choptank River Bridge, an 
early WPA project. From Sequoia’s foredeck, the President addressed a crowd of thousands, as local 
photographer George LeVarn snapped away.   
 
The Sequoia departed Cambridge Sunday October 13, drawing attention to herself in Manhattan 
(circling the Statue of Liberty, cruising under the Brooklyn Bridge and posing for television news 
choppers). Then, due to rough sea conditions, Sequoia sought refuge in New London, Connecticut. In 
New London, 85 years earlier, President Franklin Roosevelt signed dozens of bills from the rear deck of 
Sequoia, including important railroad and banking legislation. The President had received an Honorary 
Degree from Yale the previous day and was escorted to the Thames by a fleet of submarines as he 
approached New London on Sequoia on June 21, 1934, to attend the Harvard-Yale regatta.   
 


